
LNMS SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
OCTOBER 10, 2017 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER (M. Henry) 5:32 PM 

 
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS (Jackson) 

 
3. MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING (Benson) 

a. Motion to approve minutes (Henry), passes unanimous 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS (Jackson) 
a. NJHS Timeline for Application (Durkin/Burghdurf) 

The NJHS application has been posted to the LNMS website.  Existing 
members were to submit their applications by the 1st Thursday of the 
month, and new members were to apply by the 3rd Thursday.  The 
week of October 23rd students were notified of acceptance.  41 
students completed the application, and 6-7 students submitted an 
incomplete application.  Each student required a total of 4 teacher 
recommendations.  Ms. Henry states that the application process 
should be more seamless.  Durkin explains that the previous leader of 
NJHS had been there for 15 years.  The transition to the new 
leadership will take some time and adjustment. 

b. Soul Shoppe/Challenge Day (Jackson) 
Principal Jackson read a parent testimony from Challenge Day.  There 
is also talk of a “Be the Change” club.  
 

5. NEW BUSINESS  
1. 2017-18 DATA (Jackson, Rosado) 
a. LNMS Discipline 1st Quarter 

LNMS has implemented the HERO system for behavior rewards.  The 
data presented compared the number of level 1,2,3 and 4 offenses 
from last year to this year.  The number of offenses is significantly 
lower (as is the student population): Level 1: 11 to 5, Level 2: 39 to 6, 
Level 3: 31 to 0, Level 4: 1 to 0.   

b. Attendance Data (Rosado)  
Data was presented from August-day of meeting in October.  Of the 
three grades, 7th grade was most present.  The attendance rate at 
LNMS is over 95%.  Parent question: Why does a phone call go out at 
the end of the day if a student is absent?  Answer: SMS system closes 
out at the end of the physical day.  Parents are able to check HERO 
(information available on school’s website on how to download the 
app).  Parent question: Why are there so many dismissals at 3:00?  
Answer: A number of LNMS students have athletic commitments, and 
also some take AP classes online. 

c. I-Ready Predicted Proficiency (Jackson) 



This is the first year for this kind of testing at LNMS.  LNMS ranked 5th in 
reading out of 6 SELC Middle Schools, and 3rd in Math out of 6 SELC 
Middles Schools.  I-Ready is used for progress monitoring, not necessarily 
for intervention. 

 
2. Celebrating Success (Jackson) 

a. 5 Star Award for Cleanliness: LNMS Custodians received an award for 
having an exceptionally clean school.  Ms. Jackson noted that the 
current custodians have gone above and beyond their normal duties 
to make LNMS a great place.  LNMS boys and girls were division 
champions and will move on to the Final 4.   

 
3. Knight Clubs (Moya/Hall) 

a. Knight Responders: (Moya) Nicolas Santiago is putting together a student 
initiative to assist students who have been displaced by the recent 
weather events.  Future updates will include: list of items, dates for drop 
off locations, and future partnerships with non-profit organizations. 

b. Spanish Club/Spanish NJHS (Hall): The first meeting for the Spanish club 
will be next month after school.  The Spanish club will focus on real-life 
communication skills and celebration of Spanish culture.  AP Spanish will 
also be offered, as well as after school tutoring.   The Spanish NJHS will 
focus on scholarship and fellowship, ambassadorship, school service and 
community service.  Spanish NJHS will require a 3.5 GPA and must have at 
least 6 hours of community service. 
 

4. Progress Book Procedures (Jackson) 
a. Progress book is to be updated on a regular basis.  The district guidelines 

are that it is to be updated 2x per week. The LNMS Administration does a 
random check of teachers to ensure that Progress Book is being updated.  
If parents are not seeing current updates, please send an email to the 
LNMS administration. 
 

5. School Connect Ed. (Jackson)  
a. School Connect Ed for D/F grades go out weekly on Thursdays. 

 
6. IEP Procedure Monitoring (Alberti) 

a. LNMS has a significant number of students who have an IEP.  IEP 
students include a broad range of students, from gifted students, to 
students with exceptional needs.  The LNMS Royals require a more 
restricted environment.  Alberti anticipates that ESE tutoring will 
begin soon.  A checklist of accommodations follows up an IEP.  All 
teachers have access to these lists and are required to implement 
them, though students may decline them at will.  Alberti states that 
she meets with teachers to ensure that accommodations are being 
followed.  Question: How are gifted students enriched during Middle 
School? Answer: There are teachers at LNMS who have received gifted 



certification, and implement strategies and enrichment during class.  
There is no “gifted” track at Middle School, but there are advanced and 
honors classes that may or may not be taught by a “gifted” teacher.  

 
7. Tutoring Schedule (Jackson) 

a. Saturday enrichment school will begin on October 7, 2017, from 9am-
12 pm.  Transportation will be provided.  Question: Is it possible to 
consolidate tutoring to one location? What is the difference between 
All Stars and tutoring? Answer: All Stars is more of after school care, 
and tutoring is more teacher/subject specific.   

 
8. AVID Tutoring (Moya) 

a. AVID tutoring is an enrichment course that focuses on organization.  
On Tuesdays and Thursdays there is focus on writing and inquiry.  
The tutorials are designed to lead students to deeper levels of 
thinking.   

 
9. Canvas (Jackson) 

a. Parent focus group: A Canvas trainer was on campus on 10/10/17.  In 
the 4th quarter there will be a parent focus group trained to use 
Canvas.  LNMS Grade Level Champions are also being trained.  LNMS 
is going digital in 2018. 

 
10. 2017-1018 Goals and Initiatives 

a. THE LNMS SIP has been updated to include: 2017-2018 Strategies 
DPLC (District Professional Learning Community) and Champion 
Organization.  It also includes I-Ready, Reading Plus and Math IXL. 

 
11. School Growth 

a. Bus route 3226 added to relieve route 3206. 
 

12. Budget 
a. Balance as of 10/10/17: $31299.17. No SAC Grants were presented at 

the meeting. 
 
Next Meeting is November 14, 2017. 
 
Questions, Comments or Concerns: None. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 6:52pm (Henry) 
Minutes submitted by Amy Benson, LNMS SAC Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  


